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PERTH FREIGHT LINK — INFRASTRUCTURE AUSTRALIA REPORT 

640. Ms R. SAFFIOTI to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the Infrastructure Australia report into Perth Freight Link and note that only a rapid benefit–cost ratio 
was completed for the preferred option and that a rapid BCR was not completed for additional options to 
determine whether the preferred option provided the greatest net benefits. 
(1) Why was a thorough analysis not undertaken of all options? 
(2) Why did the minister not put forward the option of the outer harbour, as noted by Infrastructure 

Australia? 

Mr D.C. NALDER replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the member for the question, and I really appreciate the reference to the Infrastructure Australia 

report, because I have it with me here today. I would like to remind people that Infrastructure Australia 
has confirmed that the Perth Freight Link is the infrastructure solution for Western Australian needs, to 
drive economic growth and boost the productive capacity of Perth’s transport network. Contrary to what 
members on the other side are trying to portray, Infrastructure Australia actually supports this project. 
I encourage not just everybody in this house, but all members of the community in Western Australia 
who have an interest in this project, to read the Infrastructure Australia report and determine for 
themselves whether or not Infrastructure Australia is supportive of this project, because I can assure 
members that it is supportive of it. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the first time. If you want to ask a question, put 
your name down. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I now refer to the specific questions at hand. Talking about phase 1 and phase 2, I have 
never liked phase 2 of the project because the worst planning minister in this state’s history, 
Alannah MacTiernan, sold off the Fremantle Eastern Bypass. As I demonstrated yesterday — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! Members! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: In early 2008, she commenced the planning to upgrade High Street and Leach Highway. 
Let me remind members that that includes a double trench through the Royal Fremantle Golf Club and it 
includes taking back residences along High Street and Leach Highway. This was the Labor government’s plan. 
I have never liked it. I never felt that it was the right plan, and if I can deliver a better solution for 
Western Australia, I will. The Premier is correct in saying that we need to separate this, because Roe 8 is ready 
to go and it will service both the inner harbour and the outer harbour. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Members opposite do not like this aspect. This is the most planned piece of road in the 
state’s history and it is ready to go. The option that Alannah MacTiernan left this state — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Do not do it, member for Warnbro! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: The option she left this state, by forcing and selling off the Fremantle Eastern Bypass, is an 
absolute disgrace and members opposite should be ashamed! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the third time. Member for Albany, I call you 
to order for the first time. Minister, wind this up, please. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I have requested that the Department of Transport work with the proponents to see whether 
we cannot deliver a better solution, and we are waiting for those price estimates to come in. We have made it 
part of the tender process. At that point, that is a critical decision point. I have said very clearly that it is a critical 
decision point of what we need to do moving forward. 
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On the other part of the question—the outer harbour—I have explained this over and again, and I do not know why 
the opposition does not understand it. There are significant environmental issues that need to be worked through. 

Ms S.F. McGurk: Since 2008 you have done nothing. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I am hearing interjections from the member for Fremantle, who wants us to put it all on 
rail. She is going to run away from this now. She keeps complaining. 

Mr P.C. Tinley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I call you to order for the first time. I want a quick answer, minister—
quick. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: As I have said, if I had started the outer harbour yesterday, we would not get the first 
container moved from there for at least 10 to 15 years. In the interim, we expect the number of trucks coming out 
of Fremantle heading south to double. The opposition’s solution is to stick its head in the sand and start planning 
for 15 years’ time and ignore the inner harbour. We are saying that that is inappropriate; it is the wrong thing to 
do for Western Australia. 
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